EEFDRE THE SOUTH CARDOLINA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

In the Matter of the Suspension or
Rewvocation of the Educatar CONSENT QRDER OF
Certificate of Philip Steven Harris, SUSPENSLON

Certificate 204086

B L

SUMMARY QF THE CASE

The South Caroling State Board of Education (Statc Board) considersd
this mattar on Novamber 14, 2007, On Seplember 19, 2007, Lhe Soulh Carulina
Daepartmant of education (Lepartment) sent notice to Philip Steven Harris of his
right to 2 hearing before the State Board concerning the poss ble suspension or
revocalion ¢f his Soulh Caruling educalor ce-tificate 204086 by ce-tifisd mail,
return receipt, restricted delivery, and regular mail, Upen receipt of the notice,
Harris agreed to waive his right to 3 hearng and to accept a period of
suspension of his certificate. After considering the information presented by the
Department, the State Board voted to suspend Mr. Harris' certificate undor the

agreed-upon terms as outlined in this Consent Order of Suspension.

FINDINGS OF FACT

Mr. Harris holds 2 professional South Caroling educator certificate in
Englizh and has over seven yvears ol leaching experience. He was employed by
the Lancaster County School Qistrict tor the 2006-2007 school year as a drama
teacher at South Middle School, Mr. Harris resigned his employment, effective
May 21, 2007, following an invesligalion inle allegations that he wes admittedly
under the influence of alcohol at wark.
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

“The Soulh Caruling Buard of Education may, for just cause, either rovoke
or suspend the certificate of any persen.” 5.C. Cede Ann. § 59-25-150 (3004):
24 5.C, Code Ann. Regs. 43-5B {2006). Just cause includes unprofessional
conduck. 5.C. Code Ann. § 59-25-160 (2004). After consldaring the infarmation
presented oy the Departrmert, the State Board concludes that jusl cause existy
to suspend the educakor certificate of Philip Steven Harris Tor a pericd of Lealve
maonths through October 9, 2008, an the grounds of unprofessiconal conduct.
Accordingly, the State Board issucs this Conscnt Qrccr of Suspension. I Mr.
Har's wishes to hawve his cortificate reinstaled al Lthe conclusion of the period of
suspension, he must submit o the Departments Office of Geaeral Counsel
writben werification from a licensed healthcare professional, who specializes in
subistance ahuse, that ha has successfully completed the recommended course

of treatment, is drug and alcohol fres, and is fit to return to teaching.
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